
LEADER GUIDE TO GETTING BUSINESS BUCKS
How to recruit companies to support your ioby project

This is a 10–step guide to recruiting companies to support your ioby project. 
But before you get started, we would like to share our secret ingredient: 
match compaigns.

ioby’s Secret Ingredient for Success:  
Match Campaigns
In addition to our basic services, ioby offers a special program to leverage business support as 
match campaigns for projects like yours. Through ioby, businesses can contribute tax-deductible 
donations in a way that’s highly visible. For instance, if you’re raising $25,000 for your project 
and a local business is willing to give you $10,000, you can use the funds as a match campaign 
to match every dollar given until you’ve used the $10,000. By telling supporters that you’ll 
match their donation, you give them a great incentive to give and you’ll raise funds faster. And 
businesses like it because they can show their support to the world online.

Match campaigns are incredibly effective at raising funds and we have seen many ioby 
project leaders achieve their goals with them. For example, a community supported agriculture 
farm share in Brooklyn, NY, needed to raise $2,000 for their low-income share subsidy. They 
already had a local business that had pledged support of $1,000, and leveraged that business’s 
donation as a match campaign on ioby. It was an incredibly powerful and innovative idea that 
allowed them to bring in donations much faster, incentivize their supporters to make bigger 
donations and it made it much easier for them to ask for donations. They were able to raise the 
remaining the $1,000 in just two weeks.

Contact partnerships@ioby.org 
for more information on

match campaigns 

The next page is a handout that 
you can give to any of your 

prospective business supporters.



, US, AND YOU.

If you choose to make a cash donation to our project of 33% or more of our total budget, we can 
offer you a very special opportunity. On ioby, the crowd-resourcing platform where we are raising 
funds for our work, companies just like you can make a donation that serves as a match for all donations 
from individuals who support us. 

On ioby, you’ll have four high-visibility touchpoints with all our potential donors and an additional 
thank you space after donations have been completed. You’ll be able to let the world—and all our 
donors—how much you support our work.
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$ 10 Steps to Get Business Bucks

1. Know your story and the people that your project serves
A key part of the ioby’s LEAD system is to know the story of your project and audience. 
It’s important to be able to describe your project and the people that benefit from it to any 
potential sponsors. This way, you can inspire them to support you! 

2. Put your business hat on
Companies will want to know what you can offer them in exchange for their support. Make a 
list of everything that you can think of. Some ideas include featuring the business on your ioby 
profile page, adding a physical sign to your project with their logo, hosting a volunteer day for 
their employees, talking about them to the media, or introducing them to your ioby project team. 
You have a lot to offer and can help them to encourage customer loyalty to their business. 

Reasons a buisness might support your project:
	 	 •	Advance	their	business	objectives

	 	 •	Increase	visibility

	 	 •	Exposure	to	community	leaders	(you!)

	 	 •	Benefitting	employees	with	volunteer	and	service	opportunities

	 	 •	Create	goodwill	in	the	neighborhood

3. Identify businesses that could support you
Think of everyone that might be able to support your ioby project. Make a list of the businesses 
in the neighborhood, people you know, the stores that you frequent, companies that care about 
building stronger, more sustainable communities and more. Don’t rule anyone out. When you 
make your list, identify how they may be able to help (e.g. materials, tools, food, volunteers, 
cash, etc).
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4. Know your “ask”
Prioritize your needs so you know what parts of your project are most urgent. Maybe you need 
soil and plants first? Or training? Or cash to purchase bicycles? Then match these “asks” to the 
businesses you will approach. For example, if you need flowers, you can ask a local nursery for 
an in-kind donation. Be as specific as possible and make it easy for them to say “yes!”

5. Write your pitch
Develop a letter or proposal that you can give to businesses. It should include a description of 
the project, your impact, how they can help and what they get in return for supporting you. 
The letter or proposal should be short and concise. ioby has sample letters and proposals to help 
you--feel free to use them as your guide!

6. Make the “ask”
Begin reaching out to your list of companies using your letter or proposal. Go door-to-door, 
send letters and emails and call your potential sponsors. Remember, the more personal you can 
connect with them, the better. 

If they say “yes.” Congratulations! You have succeeded in getting business support for your 
project! Send them a letter to confirm their support and instruct them on how to make a tax-
deductible donation through your ioby project profile page. If they agreed to give you in-kind 
support, specify when and how the goods will be donated. ioby has sample letters that you can 
use for this.

And what if they say “no”? Don’t worry, that just means “not yet”! Sometimes businesses may 
want to contribute, but they are unable to do so at that time. Ask them if you can keep in 
touch about the project. You may be able to ask them again later on.
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7. Create a relationship with your sponsor
Think of the sponsorship as an ongoing relationship. You want to be sure to thank them and 
ensure that their experience is as positive as possible. Recognize them on your ioby project 
profile page and be sure to share it with them. 

8. Thank-you notes, pictures, and updates
Keep your sponsors updated with information and pictures on your ioby project profile page. 
And write them a hand-written note to show how much you support means to you.

9. Encourage a long-term partnership
Stay in contact! Invite thebusiness to future volunteer days or other events. And encourage them 
to send your ioby project profile page to their employees and customers to showcase how they 
have supported you.

10. Give yourself a high five
You did it! Your persistence paid off and you have built relationships with businesses to help 
bring your project to life!

ioby insider tip: 
Ask	business	to	“buy”	a	piece	of	your	project!	You	can	create	a	structure	where	a	

company	can	purchase	a	component	of	your	project,	like	the	greenhouse	for	a	garden	or	
a	set	of	books	for	a	library.	This	way,	they	support	a	key	piece	of	your	ioby	project	and	

you	get	what	you	need.
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SAMPLE LETTER

Use a letter like the one below combined with the following page to make your best pitch.


